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by forcing Ethiopia to accept the terms out of hand.
On the evening of December 10th he informed the
House of Commons that, as far as he knew, no com-
munication of any kind had gone to Rome or Addis
Ababa. The qualification is interesting. _A11 through
this curious affair there were hints that the Cabinet,
and even the Prime Minister himself, were in ignorance
of negotiations upon which the whole future of European
civilization might depend. The public now knows, that
on the same efening as this assurance was given to
Parliament two telegrams were sent from the Foreign
Office to Sir Sidney Barton, our Minister in Ethiopia.
The first gave the terms, and was identical with a com-
munication addressed to Sir Eric Dnunmond at Rome,
except that the Minister in Ethiopia, having clearly the
more difficult task, was told to inform the Emperor *ia
whatever manner you consider most suitable and expedi-
tious.* The second was the most definite.

London, 10th December, 1935.
My immediately preceding telegram.
You should use your utmost influence to induce the
Emperor to give careful and favourable consideration
to these proposals and on no account lightly to rgect
them. On the contrary I feel sure that he will give
further proof of his statesmanship by realizing the
advantage of the opportunity of negotiation which
they afford, and will avail himself thereof.1

In view of the growing opposition in England and
abroad, only the immediate and grovelling acceptance
of the terms by Ethiopia could have possibly kept the
negotiations alive. Even if Haile Selassie had agreed to
the dismemberment of his country, and won over his
1Cmd. 5044 of 1935, p. 19.